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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO KING HUSSEIN 


1 . PLEASE DELIVER TO KING HUSSEIN THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


2. BEGIN TEXT: YOUR MAJESTY: 


I HAVE READ AMBASSADOR PICKERING'S REPORTS OF HIS RECENT 
TALKS WITH YOU, AND I WANT YOU TO KNOW HOW IMPORTANT I 
CONSIDER IT THAT WE REMAIN IN TOUCH ON MATTERS OF DEEP 
CONCERN TO BOTH OF US. AMBASSADOR PICKERING HAS SHARED 
WITH YOU IN MORE DETAIL SOME OF THE RESULTS OF OUR RECENT 
TALKS WITH EGYPTIAN AND ISRAELI LEADERS. I WAS GLAD TO 
LEARN THAT PRESIDENT SADAT HAS ALSO BEEN KEEPING YOU 
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INFORMED. 


I WOULD LIKE TO EMPHASIZE THAT WE ARE KEEPING TO OUR 
COURSE AND THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGE IN OUR POLICY. THE 
NEGOTIATIONS ARE NOT GOING FORWARD AS RAPIDLY AS I HAD 
HOPED, BUT WE WILL BE DOING OUR BEST IN THE WEEKS AHEAD 
TO BRIDGE SOME OF THE GAPS. 
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IN OUR MOST RECENT EXCHANGES, WE HAVE FOCUSED ALMOST 

EXCLUSIVELY ON THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE WEST BANK AND GAZA 
AND THE DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES. AS THOSE DISCUSSIONS 
PROCEED, IT WILL BE OF CRUCIAL IMPORTANCE THAT JORDAN S 
VOICE BE HEARD. I HOPE THAT YOU AND PRESIDENT SADAT WILL 
COORDINATE YOUR POSITIONS TO THE MAXIMUM DEGREE SO THAT 
EARLY PROGRESS CAN BE MADE IN DEVELOPING NEGOTIATING 
GUIDELINES FOR THE WEST BANK AND GAZA. ONCE THOSE NEGO- 
TIATIONS BEGIN IN EARNEST, JORDAN S ROLE WILL BE CENTRAL. 

THE FACT THAT THE TWO OF US COULD NOT MEET DURING THE 
VISIT YOU HAD BEEN PLANNING TO MAKE TO THE UNITED STATES 
IN LATE MAY AND EARLY JUNE WAS A DISAPPOINTMENT TO ME. 
UNFORTUNATELY, MY SCHEDULE IN THIS PERIOD IS AS FULL AND 
CROWDED AS AT ANY TIME SINCE I TOOK OFFICE. HOWEVER, I 
WISH TO ASSURE YOU PERSONALLY THAT OUR INABILITY TO MEET 
AT THIS TIME IN NO WAY REFLECTS A LESSENING OF MY INTEREST 
IN THE CLOSEST POSSIBLE RELATIONS WITH JORDAN. I ATTACH 
SPECIAL IMPORTANCE TO THE FRIENDLY TIES BETWEEN OUR TWO 
COUNTRIES AND TO THE PERIODIC MEETINGS WHICH HAVE BECOME 
TRADITIONAL BETWEEN YOU AND EVERY OTHER AMERICAN PRESIDENT 
BEGINNING WITH GENERAL EISENHOWER. 

I WOULD LIKE TO GIVE FURTHER THOUGHT WHILE MIDDLE EAST 
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NEGOTIATIONS PROCEED AS TO WHEN TALKS BETWEEN THE TWO OF 
US MIGHT BEST TAKE PLACE. CLEARLY, A MEETING WOULD BE 
OF MAXIMUM UTILITY AND TIMELINESS FOR BOTH THE UNITED 
STATES AND JORDAN AFTER WE HAVE MADE MORE PROGRESS IN 
DISCUSSIONS WITH THE ISRAELIS AND EGYPTIANS. WE WILL 
WANT TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO CLARIFY OUR OWN THINKING 
ON THE WEST BANK AND GAZA ISSUES AND WHERE WE SHOULD GO 
NEXT. 

IN ANY EVENT, THE TWO OF US SHOULD REMAIN IN REGULAR AND 
CLOSE TOUCH. I WILL CONTINUE TO RELY ON YOU FOR YOUR 
THOUGHTS AND ADVICE ON HOW WE MIGHT PURSUE OUR COURSE IN 
THE PERIOD AHEAD. 

YOUR LEADERSHIP WILL BE VITAL IN OVERCOMING DIFFICULTIES 
AND IN ASSURING THE SUCCESS OF OUR COMMON EFFORTS TO FIND 
PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

WITH WARMEST REGARDS. SINCERELY. JIMMY CARTER. 

END TEXT. VANCE 
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